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Why should I test for Radon?
Radon gas is the NUMBER ONE cause of lung

cancer among non smokers, and the second leading
overall cause of lung cancer.

Radon is a colorless, odorless gas that can only be
detected by testing your home.

EPA. Radon Zones
Zone 1 ¢blue) — High (=4 pClily
Zone 2 {red) — Woderabe (2 - 4 pCILY)
Zone 3 yellow) — Low (=2 pCliL)

Southwest Nebraska counties show elevated levels
from testing results, according to the Nebraska
Radon Program testing data.

How can I test for Radon?

A homeowner may test with a short-term charcoal
test ,which can be completed in 48-72 hours. Test
are mailed off and analyzed in a lab out of state. De-
pending on the radon levels in your home, a second
test may be needed.

A long term test may also be used by the home-
owner. This test remains in your home for 90 days to
a year. A long term test will tell your home’s year-
round average radon level.

You may also have your home tested by a Licensed
Radon Measurement Technician. They have
taken approved training and met stringent require-
ments to perform and interpret test results. They
are considered to be the professionals in radon meas-
urement, and real estate transactions often use their
service.

Any person testing property other than their
own must be licensed.

How does Radon get into your

Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas that
you can not see, taste or smell. It comes from the
decay of uranium that is found in nearly all soils. It
typically travels upward through the soil entering your
home through cracks and other holes in the founda-
tion walls and floor. Your home traps radon inside
where it can build up. Sometimes radon enters
through your home’s well water.

Nearly 1 out of 15 homes in the U.S. is estimated to
have elevated radon levels. Radon can also be a
problem in schools and workplaces.

All homes are subject to radon; new or old, sealed or
drafty, and homes with or without basements. Your
next door neighbor’'s home may have a high radon
level and your home may have a low radon level.
Testing is only way to know what your radon level is.

Wostere Woistare How do you lower the Radon level in your home?

Radon ,

Vapor Radon Vapar

Since there is no known safe level of radon, there
can always be some risk. But the risk can be re-
duced by lowering the radon level in your home.

There are several proven methods to reduce ra-
don in your home, but the primary method used
is a vent pipe system and fan. The system pulls
the radon gas from beneath the house and vents
it to the outside. This mitigation system does not
require major changes to your home. Sealing
foundation cracks and other openings makes this
kind of system more effective and cost-efficient.

A similar system may be used in homes with

crawl spaces. Radon contractors can use other

" ¥ | methods that may also work in your home. The

uo:ﬁ' Raden | Tight system depends on the design of your home
and other factors.

The cost of reducing radon in your home depends on how your home was built and the extent of the radon
problem. Most homes can be fixed for about the same as other common home repairs. The average repair
costs about $1,200 for a contractor to fix, although this can range from $800 to $2,500. The cost is much
less if a passive system was installed during construction.
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